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amenities which their civilization provides, including most
of the luxuries of life, do not reach the poorest or the
weakest members of the community. The economic and
socialstructureof society deprives these unfortunate people
of the same standard of health and education or of the
same intellectual development that is deemed to be neces-
sary and normal for a man to live. These social arrange-
ments do not even provide sufficient opportunities to these
poor people for the development of their innate potential-
ities which lie dormant. The most distinctive feature of
Soviet social structure and that to a degree unparralleled
elsewhere is, that it provides every person with equal
opportunity. This is well seen in the sphere of educa-
tion. Though we will discuss it more fully in a separate
chapter, it does merit a brief mention here. In the
Soviet Union there is no discrimination in schools. All
infants and children of school age and all adolescents
obtaining higher education attend the same schools and
colleges. Other countries, including India, during the
past fifty years have striven to liquidate illiteracy but
U. S. S. R. is the only country where efforts have been
made not to create an educated class but to educate the
nation as a whole. Thus, the principle of universalism
on which the provision for health, schooling, training
for life and choice of occupation is based, coupled with
complete removal of all disqualifications of sex, race, or
social position has resulted in a vast production of human
energy, which can have a more effective and suitable
choice of opportunity than in more rigidly regimented
countries. Nowhere in the world is there so much variety
arid diversity in the choice of employments effectively
open to the people as in U. S. S. R.

The most unique thing about Social Equality in the
U. S. S. R. is the equality of all Races or Nationalities.